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fully, quietly, courteously, humbly, prayerfully and courageously.
By the end of December every worker must find himself in jail
unless he is specially required in the interest of the struggle not to
make the attempt. Let it be remembered, that in civil disobedience
we precipitate arrests and therefore may keep few outside the at-
tempt.
REQUISITE CONDITIONS
Those only can take up civil disobedience, who believe in
willing obedience even to irksome laws imposed by the state so long
as they do not hurt their conscience or religion, and are prepared
equally willingly to suffer the penalty of civil disobedience. Dis-
obedience to be civil has to be absolutely non-violent, the under-
lying principle being the winning over of the opponent by suffer-
ing, i.e., love.
For the purpose of the Khilafat, the Punjab or swaraj, civil
resisters must implicitly believe in the necessity of Hindu-Muslim
unity based not upon expediency but upon real affection. Civil
resisters must believe in swadeshi and therefore use only hand-spun.
Humanly speaking, if not even one out of the two hundred and fifty
districts of India is thus ready, I consider the attainment of swa-
raj during this year nearly impossible. If one district can be found
where ninety per cent of the population have completely boycotted
foreign cloth and are manufacturing all the cloth required by them
by hand-spinning and hand-weaving, if the whole of the population
of that district, whether Hindu, Mussulman, Parsi, Sikh, Chris-
tian or Jewish, is living in perfect amity, if the whole of its Hindu
population is purged of the sin of untouchability and if at least one
in every ten of its inhabitants is capable of suffering imprisonment
or even mounting the gallows, and if while that district is civilly,
peacefully and honourably resisting the Government, the rest of
India remains non-violent and united and prosecutes the pro-
gramme of swadeshi, I hold it to be perfectly possible to establish
swaraj during this year. I shall hope, that there are several such
districts ready. In any case the method now to adopt is for workers
to concentrate on and develop their own districts without reference
to the rest. They must not invite imprisonment till they are ready,
nor must they avoid it if it comes to them unsought. They should
make no speeches but simply finish the swadeshi programme in a
business-like manner. Where workers find no response from their
districts, they must not get disheartened but should simply become
expert carders, spinners and weavers. Their out-turn will be their
best and whole work whilst their neighbours are thinking what to do.